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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

This is the time for meet-
ing, planning, and putting
into motion the activities

that will fill our days and nights
in the village—and many of
yours, too, we hope—before we
know it.
This spring, we will continue to
introduce young history-lovers 
to Arrow Rock and its past
through the Children’s 
Education Program. 
Busloads of school-
children will descend
on the village, whose 
streets and historic 
buildings will be filled for 
a while with shouts and chatter.
Young minds will learn about
Missouri’s past in ways that spark
their imagination and ignite a love
of learning about our shared past.
First Saturday Lectures have 
resumed for another year, and

we will have new episodes of 
the Voices of Arrow Rock to en-
tertain us and challenge us to
think about Arrow Rock’s past
in different ways through new 
acquaintances.
This summer will be hard-hat
season as we carry out preserva-

tion work on a number of our
historic buildings, including

the         historic Lawless Farm-
s stead. Thanks to our 

generous donors, these
properties will continue

to receive the attention
and care that make Arrow

Rock an authentic place to
visit and learn about the past.
While we will celebrate the 65th
anniversary of the founding of
the Friends of Arrow Rock this
year, it is also a time of transit-
ion for  us as we get to know our 
new interim executive director,

Julie Warm, and plan for the next
chapter of leadership for the
Friends. Julie is a delight to work
with, and she is providing guid-
ance as we prepare the Friends
of Arrow Rock for a bright, excit-
ing future. Please come to Arrow
Rock and meet Julie!
We hope you’ll join us for all we
have in store this year. You are
all our donors, whether it is with
your volunteer efforts, your fi-
nancial support, or your choice
to spend your precious time and
attention with us in this remark-
able place. We appreciate all you
do for Friends of Arrow Rock. 

AS I WRITE THIS, we have just said farewell to winter and are
only a few days into spring. It may seem like a sleepy time
of year, but the Friends of Arrow Rock are not sleepy or
slow right now!

Hello, Friends! You have welcomed me with bear hugs, offers of housing, wine,
laughter, and support. Arrow Rock is a place of endless fascination and boundless
beauty. Thank you for sharing it with me. As our president said, we are busy preparing
for the upcoming season, school-children being transported back to 1837, and the
town’s Birds, Bees, and Blooms Festival. Plus, we have an exciting lineup for First Saturdays
and a special treat in store for our Legacy Society members. (You’ll find the dates for
all those events on the following page.) In our spare time, we are casting our eyes toward 2029, the
200th anniversary of Arrow Rock. Please drop by the Friends of Arrow Rock headquarters on the boardwalk
and see what’s new. Julie Warm, Interim Executive Director

Y
R
S.

F
R
I
E
N

D
S

O F A R R O W

R
O
C

K

A
R
R

O
W

R O C K – M I S
S O

U
R
I

1 9 5 9 2 0 2 45566

� �

L E T ’ S  G E T  A C Q UA I N T E D

Toni Blackwood, President

SEE YOU AROUND 

THE VILLAGE!
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Arrow Rock is the place to be this year! The village calendar is filling up with interesting, entertaining
events sponsored by Friends of Arrow Rock, Experience Arrow Rock, Persimmon Creek Writers and
Artists Residency, and Arrow Rock State Historic Site. Visit the events calendar at ArrowRock.org for

full details and updates as new events are added throughout the year.

April 6           First Saturday Lecture:
“ARCHITECTURE OF THE BOONSLICK”
by James M. Denny

                           10 a.m. at the Arrow Rock State Historic Site Visitor Center

April 27         Birds, Bees & Blooms Festival
                           10 a.m. to 4 p.m. throughout the village

April 28         Friends of Arrow Rock Legacy Society 
Event & Cocktail Party (See Page 7 for details.)

May 4           Voices of Arrow Rock:
“CONSUMMATE SHOWMAN,“
Playwright: Glenn North

                           10 a.m. at the 
Old Schoolhouse 

June 1          First Saturday Lecture: 
“19TH CENTURY MISSOURI SILVER” by Bill Tempel 
10 a.m. at the Arrow Rock State Historic Site Visitor Center

June 9-23                            Persimmon Creek Writers and
Artists Residency:
BRIAN PALMER, 
writer and image-maker 

June 15        Arrow Rock Through the 1800s
                           Vignettes throughout the village, times vary

June16-30    Persimmon Creek Writers and Artists Residency:
BYRON SMITH, painter

June 21-23   “A Show of Hands”
Fiber Arts Exhibit

June 22        Persimmon Creek Presentations:
BRIAN PALMER & BYRON SMITH

July 4           Impromptu Parade 2 p.m. along Main Street

July 6           First Saturday Lecture:
                           “THE CALDWELL POTTERY” by Deb Thompson
                           10 a.m. at the Arrow Rock State Historic Site Visitor Center

August 3      First Saturday Lecture:
                                               “A NEW LOOK AT BINGHAM’S 

ELECTION SERIES” 
by Joan Stack, Ph.D.,
Curator of Arts Collections, 
State Historical Society of Missouri 
10 a.m. at the Arrow Rock 
State Historic Site Visitor Center

August 3      Boardwalk Concert/Main Street Dance
    7 p.m. on Main Street

August 31    Voices of Arrow Rock:
“THE PROFESSOR,” Playwright: Gary Bradley-Lopez
10 a.m. at the Historic Christian Church on Main Street, 

                     Sept. 7 First Saturday Lecture: 
“THE FORGOTTEN STORIES OF ARROW ROCK” by
Sandy Selby, author of Arrow Rock Ink (publishing
Summer 2024)
10 a.m. at the Arrow Rock State Historic Site Visitor Center

Sept. 28        Sip & Stroll
                           3:30 p.m. at designated homes in the village

Oct. 5            First Saturday Lecture: 
                           “POINTS, POTS, PIPES, AND POW WOWS,” 

by Greg Olson
10 a.m. at the Arrow Rock State Historic Site Visitor Center

Oct. 12-13     56th Annual Heritage Festival
                           10 a.m.-5 p.m. on Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on Sunday, 

throughout the village

Oct. 26          Spooktacular
                           4-7 p.m., Arrow Rock 

State Historic Site 
campground

Nov. 1-3        Merchants’ Open House Merchant hours vary

Nov. 2           First Saturday Lecture:
“AN AMERICAN STORY: THE REDD FAMILY PAINTINGS,”
by Macklin Cox
10 a.m. at the Arrow Rock State Historic Site Visitor Center

                     Nov. 23    Hanging of the Greens
2 p.m., Arrow Rock Boardwalk

                     Dec. 7      Old-Fashioned Christmas in the Village
6-8 p.m., throughout the village

                     Dec. 8      Holiday with Friends
4:30, Location TBA

                           

T H E  2 0 2 4  A R R OW  R O C K  C A L E N D A RF F

SEE LYCEUMTHEATRE.ORG FOR A LISTING OF ALL ARROW ROCK LYCEUM THEATRE SHOWS.
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T
he women and men who
gathered at the J. Huston Tav-
ern on June 14, 1959, to form
a new organization, had an
ambitious goal: to preserve
the irreplaceable historic struc-

tures of Arrow Rock. Thanks to those
visionaries, the Friends of Arrow Rock
has spent the last 65 years preserving
and maintaining an impressive collec-
tion of 19th-century buildings. 

It is maintenance that determines the
long-term success of a preservation
project, because after the stabiliza-
tion, repair, and beautification is 
complete, maintenance must begin.
Without it, all that work and invest-
ment in a building’s preservation is
wasted. That’s why Friends of Arrow

Rock is deeply committed to the on-
going care of its properties. Thanks 
to the hard work of our development
committee members and the generos-
ity of our donors, we have been able to
complete several significant mainte-
nance projects and are about to begin
others. FAR’s historic preservation
consultant Marty Selby, at the request
of FAR’s properties committee, devel-
oped the scope of work for all these
projects and is supervising the con-
tractors to make sure they uphold FAR’s
high standards of preservation.

Last year, supported by a grant from
the Buckner Foundation, we made 
repairs to the exterior of Brown Lodge
No. 22 of the Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons, which houses the Arrow Rock

Black History Museum. The exterior
is a frequent target of woodpeckers
that carve holes into the wood sid-
ing and trim. Squirrels often follow
behind, enlarging the holes to gain
access into the walls and attic of the
building. Contractors patched the
holes and painted the entire exterior
of this building, which holds such a
significant place in the town’s history.

Thanks to a grant awarded by the
Sunderland Foundation, work is un-
derway on several other FAR buildings.
At the 1868 Odd Fellows Lodge Hall,
which houses the Missouri Press As-
sociation’s Print Shop Museum on
the ground floor, cracks in the plaster
ceiling in that museum space were 
repaired. The shutters on the second

P R E S E RVAT I O N  I N  A C T I O NF F

P R O J E C T S  T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  V I L L A G     

FAR/HAR Spring Newsletter 2024 Vol. 45 Final.qxp_Layout 1  3/26/24  10:33 AM  Page 5



5H I S T O R I C  A R R O W  R O C K   |   S P R I N G  2 0 2 4

story windows were restored and 
anchored in place, and the failing 
gutters are scheduled to be replaced.

Other Sunderland-funded projects set
to begin soon are repairs to the post
office roof; repair of pest damage and
exterior repainting at the Miller-
Bradford House along with restoration
of the detached garage; gutter replace-
ment, pest damage repair, and exterior
painting at the Christian Church;
downspout replacement and brick 
repointing on the rear of the Friends
of Arrow Rock headquarters on the
boardwalk; downspout replacement
and investigation of the rising damp
issue that is damaging a small area of
the exterior brick and interior plaster
at the rear of the Masonic Lodge Hall;

exterior painting of the trim and
porch of the Sites House; cleaning
and applying a preservative stain to
the exterior, repairing and reputtying
windows, and installing basic electri-
cal service to the Shelby Log Cabin.

The Lawless Farmstead is a turn-of-
the-20th-century property that, through
an agreement with FAR and Missouri
State Parks, serves as program space
for the Missouri River Bird Observa-
tory. It is set to undergo major repairs
thanks to money allocated by the
State of Missouri. The project, which
is currently in development by Mis-
souri State Parks and FAR’s properties
committee, will include repair and a
fresh coat of paint for the house’s
exterior, installation of a new HVAC

system, filling in of two cisterns, 
repointing of the stone foundation, 
installation of a new roof and gutters,
siding repair on the smokehouse, 
stabilization of the barn, and other
projects to make the property safe
and attractive for visitors.

   A G E  A R E  P R O T E C T I N G  O U R  H I S T O R Y

If you’d like to 
learn more about 
these projects 
and see them in
progress, call 
the FAR office 
at 660-837-3231
to request a 
Preservation Tour 
with Marty Selby.
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CHILDREN’S CRAFT FESTIVAL

In Arrow Rock, we know spring has 
arrived when we hear the cheerful sound
of schoolchildren arriving in town for a
morning of hands-on history lessons.
Friends of Arrow Rock began its education
programs in 1984, and we’ve been wel-
coming youngsters here ever since to get
a real sense of what life was like for chil-
dren in the 1800s. 

This year’s programs, which run from
April 11 through May 26, include the
popular “Family Life and School Days in
the 1800s” program for students in
grades 1-4, and “Natural and Cultural His-
tory of Arrow Rock” for grades 3-6. 

The programs, which are led by trained,
experienced interpreters, are a fun way to
learn Missouri history. And these pro-
grams are so memorable that it’s not un-
usual for adults to stop by the Friends of
Arrow Rock office and share their child-
hood memories of a long-ago school trip
to Arrow Rock where they wrote with a
quill pen and learned how 19th-century
children washed clothes using a wash-
board and tub.

FAR, in cooperation with the Arrow Rock
State Historic Site (ARSHS), manages
and staffs the programs. Missouri River
Bird Observatory educators lend a hand
with the natural history program. 

Although most participants come from
area schools, there is a day set aside for
home-schooled students on May 1. Inter-
ested educators should call 660-837-3300.
Reservations are required and there is a
small participation fee for each student.

FAR and ARSHS also collaborate for the biennial Children’s Craft Festival. That’s a one-day event held every
other fall that brings hundreds of children to town for a one-of-a-kind history festival. Last year’s Children’s
Craft Festival enjoyed some of the best weather that festival has ever seen, and the kids (and the adults who
came with them) had a wonderful time. According to Betty Vollmer, historian and resource interpreter at the
ARSHS, the 2023 event brought in about 830 elementary-age children, plus hundreds of teachers and parents
who came with them. The activities of the day, which included craft demonstrations, tours, and old-fashioned
games, were supported by 35 volunteers from in and around Arrow Rock. This year is an off year for the festival,
but plans are already underway for the 2025 event.

40 YEARS & COUNTING
GENERATIONS OF STUDENT S HAVE 
ENJOYED OUR SCHOOL PROGRAMS.

40
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Marjo Price (pictured here with past-
president Dr. Thomas B. Hall III) joined 
the Legacy Society along with her husband,
Al. FAR recently received a generous 
bequest from Al and Marjo's estate.

A Legacy of Friendship
The Friends of Arrow Rock Legacy Society is a group of devoted

members who have made accommodations for FAR in their estate
plans. Each year, we hold an elegant, entertaining event just for those
special friends.

This year’s Legacy Society event takes
place on the evening of Sunday, April 28,
at Orchard Hill, the home of Aaron Dolan
and Jon Trigg on the northern edge of
Arrow Rock. You’ll have the opportunity
to explore this exquisite, recently restored
home during this cocktail reception.

Legacy Society members who have already joined or anyone willing to
make a commitment to FAR in their estate plan are invited to this year’s
gathering. Call the Friends of Arrow Rock office at 660-837-3231 or
email admin@friendsofarrowrock.org to let us know if you plan to attend.

T H E  A R R OW  R O C K  L E G A C Y  S O C I E T YF F

Leo Andrade & Lloyd Parker
Jim & Marcia Atkinson
Richard & Rita Barger
Elizabeth (Ibby) Barrett
Toni Blackwood
Kathy Borgman
Chet Breitwieser
Steven & Anita Byers
Kathy Cary
Charles & Pat Cooper
Kathy Digges
Mandy Dorrance & Bruce Satterlee
David & Nancy Finke
Zemula Pierce Fleming
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas B. Hall III
Henry H. Harris IV
Anne Huston Hayes
Jan & Dale Hinnah
David Hayes, Jr.
Steve Horman
Mary Katherine & Charles Horner
John S. Hull
John & Donna Huston
Grayson Kabler
Day & Whitney Kerr
Kenneth Larson
Ken Martinez & Jeff Kurtti
Blaine & Stephanie McBurney
Donna McBurney
William & Jean Mitchell

Pamela Parsons
Richard & Carol Pemberton
Jane E. Ratcliffe
Paul & Kim Ratcliffe
Michael & Sarah Reid
Sarah Riddick
Kevin & Pam Riggs
Wilda Sandy
Marty & Sandy Selby
Wicky Sleight
Davoren & Bill Tempel
Jennifer & Bill True
Gay Weake
Jean Gaddy Wilson

LEGACY SOCIETY IN MEMORIAM

William Huston, 1973
Thomas B. Hall II, 1982
Edwina M. Eubank, 1983
Isabel B. Browning, 1984
William H. Hogge, 1992
Bill & Cora Lee Miller, 1994
Mary Banks Parry, 1994
Cecil Barger, 1996
Corinne Jackson, 2001
Charles M. Buckner, Jr., 2001
Jim & Kitty Smith, 2002
Helen M. Borgman, 2004
Sue E. Stubbs, 2004
Gladys Moehle Thomas, 2006
Mary D. Sheetz Riley, 2006

Clay Marsh, 2007
Robert K. & Ruth E. Griffin, 2007 & 1998
Bobbie True, 2009
Jean Klein-Horman, 2010
Helen B. Page, 2012
Diana Woods, 2012
Page Williams, 2012
Janet Bohlken Crumpacker, 2012
W.E. Rudolf “Bud” Kruse, 2013
Glenna S. Udre, 2013
Doris Whitlock, 2013
Harvey Thomas, 2013
Kenneth & Darleen Mueller, 2014 & 2010
Byron C. & Marilyn Schutz, 2015 & 2021
John Irvin, 2016
Dr. Robert H. & Anna Mae Hodge, 

2012 & 2016
Barbara Houston Pelot, 2017
Barbara Quinn, 2017
Marge Fletcher, 2017
Hal Sandy, 2017
George Schler, 2017
Charles W. Digges Sr., 2019
Janet Reeter, 2019
Irene Thomas, 2020
Alex McBurney, 2020
Barbara Armstrong, 2022
Mary Younger, 2022
Al & Marjo Price, 2023

LEGACY SOCIETY MEMBERS
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DESIGN CONSULTANT Dan Auman, AUMAN MACK

COPY CONSULTANT Sandy Selby, SELBY EDITORIAL SERVICES
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ON THE COVER The 1872 Christian Church is a lovely venue
for weddings and other events.

PRESIDENT
Toni Blackwood, J.D.
  Kansas City, Mo &
Arrow Rock, Mo

1st VICE PRESIDENT
Doug Anning, J.D.
  Kansas City, Mo &
Arrow Rock, Mo

2nd VICE PRESIDENT
Leslie Huston
  Marshall, Mo & 
Arrow Rock, Mo

SECRETARY
Mary Keller
  Pleasant Hill, Mo

TREASURER
Pam Stouffer
  Marshall, Mo

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
MEMBERS AT LARGE
Michael C. Reid
  Jefferson City, Mo

Lindi Overton
  Boonville, Mo

TRUSTEES

Doug Anning, J.D.
  Kansas City, Mo & 
Arrow Rock, Mo

Dan Auman
   Arrow Rock, Mo
Toni Blackwood, J.D.
   Kansas City, Mo & 

Arrow Rock, Mo
Nancy Blossom
   Spokane, Wa & 

Arrow Rock, Mo
Steve Byers
   Nevada, Mo
Kathy Cary
   Marshall, Mo
Carol Van Dyke Clift
   Chesterfield, Mo
Mary Fangmann
   Marshall, Mo
Thomas B. Hall III, M.D.
   Prairie Village, Ks & 

Arrow Rock, Mo
Richard M. Hodge, D.D.S.
   Kansas City Mo & 

Arrow Rock, Mo
Donna Huston
   Marshall, Mo & 

Arrow Rock, Mo
Leslie Huston
   Marshall, Mo & 

Arrow Rock, Mo
Mary Keller
   Pleasant Hill, Mo
Day Kerr
   Prairie Village, Ks & 

Arrow Rock, Mo

S H A R I N G  T H E  M I S S O U R I  L E G A C YF F
Blaine Murrell 

McBurney, Ph.D.
   New Orleans, La & 

Arrow Rock, Mo
Lindi Overton
   Boonville, Mo
Marc Prigmore
   Kansas City, Mo & 

Arrow Rock, Mo
Michael C. Reid
   Jefferson City, Mo
Kevin T. Riggs
   Marshall, Mo
Judy Smith
   Arrow Rock, Mo
Pam Stouffer
   Marshall, Mo
Casey Sumner
   Sedalia, Mo
Davoren Tempel
   Leawood, Ks
Anthony Weatherford
   Boonville, Mo & 

Arrow Rock, Mo
TRUSTEES EMERITUS

Elizabeth Barrett
Chet Breitwieser
Pat Cooper
Kathy Digges
Jan Hinnah
Donald S. Huff, J.D.
George S. Huff, J.D.
Carol Pemberton
V. Paul Ratcliffe
Bill True
PAST PRESIDENTS

Louise Peery Eads
  1959-1969
Louise Hall Bagby
  1969-1975
V. Paul Ratcliffe
  1975-1982
Day Gibson Kerr
  1982-1995
Barbara Quinn
  1995-2001
Sue E. Stubbs
  2001-2004
Thomas B. Hall, M.D.
  2004-2017
Donna Huston
  2017-2019
Chet Breitwieser
  2019-2022
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Julie Warm (interim)

€

OUR MISSION
Share the rich and varied Missouri legacy with current and future generations.

□ YES,
I  W A N T  T O  C O N T R I B U T E  M Y  S U P P O R T  O F
F R I E N D S  O F  A R R O W  R O C K

GIVING IS SIMPLE BY MAIL OR ONLINE!
Pay by check & mail to the address below along with this completed form or join us with a

secure credit card donation online at FriendsofArrowRock.org.

NAME(S)

ADDRESS

CITY                                                                                                                       STATE             ZIP

EMAIL                                                                                                                    TEL #

M y  ch e ck  m a d e  p a y a b l e  t o  

Fri e n d s  o f  A rro w  R o ck , i s  e n c l o s e d . 

$

M a i l  t o : Fri e n d s  o f  A rro w  R o ck , 

P. O. B o x  1 2 4 , A rro w  R o ck , M O  6 5 3 2 0

Yo u  c a n  j o i n  u s  w i t h  a

s e c u re  c re d i t  c a rd  d o n a t i o n  a t  

f r i e n d s o f a rro w ro ck . o rg  b y  c l i ck i n g

SUPPORT THE FRIENDS

Fo r  m o re

i n f o rm a t i o n

c o n t a c t

6 6 0 - 8 3 7 - 3 2 3 1

$

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 73
Kansas City, MO
64108

As curators of historic buildings and artifacts, the Friends of Arrow Rock will

preserve and display our holdings in accordance with the best practices of

historic preservation. In partnership with other groups that share a passion

for the history of Arrow Rock, the Friends will work for the development and

promotion of local and regional cultural tourism. As stewards of a public trust,

the Friends is committed to providing the financial and administrative resources needed to 

ensure the future of Arrow Rock for generations to come. Please join us to preserve these

ideals, for this and future generations. * Donations may be deductible for income tax purposes.

An Invitation to Join the Friends of Arrow Rock
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